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June 29, 2024

Penn Township Residents,

RE: Penn Township Water Survey – Private Wells and Public Water Systems         

Good morning, 

We recently sent out a letter and water survey to better understand your freshwater needs and willingness to tap in if an affordable public water solution is developed for the existing residential developments.   

We anticipate that many existing residences are satisfied with their existing water source quality and quantity.  

We trust that the results of this survey will identify existing residences that have poor water quality and quantity.  Perhaps, these issues can be resolved with maintenance on their well, pump, water storage tank, and filtration/softening system.  Some equipment replacement may be necessary.

With the help of some professionals, we plan to develop a range of relative costs for rehabilitating and/or replacing the existing residential water systems and provide guidelines for routine maintenance.  

An experienced water well professional has provided the attached National Ground Water Association Private Wells and Public Water Systems – What you need to know.  This is very good information to consider.

Penn Township’s sole purpose for this water survey is to access and address the freshwater needs in the existing residential areas.  

Pennsylvania, Penn Township, and the Municipal Water Authority of Adams Township (MWAAT) do not require a mandatory freshwater tap-in.

We trust that you will complete and return this survey.  We will share the results when they are available.

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments.  We encourage you to visit the Penn Township website www.penntownship.org for more information on our community.

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Samuel M. Ward
Chairman, Penn Township
Board of Supervisors
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Private Wells and Public Water Systems

Private Wells and Public Water Systems

‘The water source provided for your familyis one of the most
important parts of your home. Thus,deciding where the water
il come from is e of the biggest decisions you will make In
‘your ife. More and more local governments are putting in public:
Systems and encouraging everyone avallable to hook up. Some
are even asking wel owners to give up thelr well to get on the
publicsystem. That decision, though, may not always be in a well
owners best inferest.

Before you do anything, you should consider several of the
following facts. There are many distinct diffrencesIn being a
private vell owner and a user of a public water system.

Private Well Facts

& wel can be designed to meet your specific neds n regards
to quantity and qualit of water. Installed on your property,a
properly consiructed and maintained well can provide adequate
‘amounts of safe drinking water and operate on pennies per day:
“The pump, tank, and casing should last for many years. When the
wellispaid fo, it will belong to you.

‘That means you ae in control o it But be aware that while
properly installed well re saf, they are ik other mechani.
cal devicesaround your home or even your car—they will need
regular maintenance from time o time. Professional contractors
can provide annual wellcheckups and a water testng, There are
even waler-teting kits o the marketfor which you can administer
the tess yourself.

Occasionally there may be a problem with minerals o odors.
However, since your wellis a small, closed system, problems can
casily be diagnosed and treated. Always remember hisis your
well and your water. You control what happens to them and goes
inthem.

Public Water System Facts
Public water systems are expensive to buld and malntain.

“Therefore, they require many hook-ups o be economically
successful for the local government in charge of them. Water bill
come forever, and consumers have no control over the raes.

And since consumers dorit own the water, they dorit have
control over s contents. Publicsystems have to meet stablished
standards, and report those o you. But their water can Inchude
additives you may not want o drink. The water s fested when it
leaves the plant and at checkpoints along the system. However,
there s no guarantee that the water eaving the plant s exactly
the same when it flows from your tap. Many systems ae huge,
and it i simple reasoning to think that the bigger the system, the
greater the opportunty for contamination. When a public system
hasa problem,itis often diffcult o find or restrict to one area
of the system. There are reported cases of contamination caus-
ing systems to shut dovn for days o requiring users to bl the
water for musch longer.

Raral areasoften have other problems with public systems. 1f
pipelines are especially long In order to each the areas and water
‘usage happens to be ow, water can become stale. A more serious
‘problem can occur when chlorinated water meshes with organic
‘materils to form gases called trhalomethanes. Other problems
a system can bring to rural areas are undesired growth and an
increased cost of living. Thisis known as “urban sprawl”

‘Choosing water supply is an extremely Important decision.
Please don't make It hastly. Learn as much as you can about
water systems and thelr sources bfore you choose.

Where can | get more information?

For more nformation about getting a private water well or
‘more details about the well you already own, contact your local
contractor. Also, visitthe website ofthe National Ground Water
Association, wwhwigwa.org, and issite justfor well owners at
wwwwelowner.org.

-

NGWA °216

NGWA Netiona Ground ter Assoiaion
=S wnwwingwa.org and wwwswellownerorg
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